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\ THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISIORN » ) OF THE UNITED STATES
) 2/ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548
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FILE passsy DATE: L?JUN 14 1975 Q&Y

MATTER OF: 551 Rosen « Claim for miscellaneous expenses

in connection with transfer
DIGEST: Incident to transfer of official duty station,
enployee may be relmbursed cost of transformers
necessary to accomnodate 110-V electrical
cquipment under miscellancous expenses zllowe-
ances, but not cost of new clocks or zutomobile
equipment for sutomobile not authorized nor
shipped at Government evpcnse; also, when spart-~
ment is not located within the United Statés,
its territories or possessions, the Canal Zone,
or Puerto Rico, cost of recording lease, etc.,
$5 rcimbursable 1f such cost 1s customary in
arca,

This decision ia in rcspomse to a request from an authorized
certifying ofiicer for an asdvance decision as to whether & wvoucher
for certain miscellancous moving expenses may be paid.

Sol Rosen, an employce of the Encrgy Research and Develop=
ment Administiyation, was transfiercad froa Washingtou, D.C.y to
Brussels, Belrium, in Auguat 1973, live Posen jtenized miscellas
neous expenscs totaling $081.93 ead claims velmbursenent fox such
expenses, If an eaployce itomizes miscellanesus ewpenses, he may
be reimbursed therefor it an amount not to exceed 2 waelks »asie
pey vhen he is an euployee with s fazily. See Federal Travel
egulations (FEHR L01«7) pare. 2-3.3b (May 1973).

Those expensess claimed by Mr. Aesen for which an advance
decislion has becen requested are as ifollowss

1., fTreasforuers (11 with s range of 300 -
2000 W),

2. Electric Clocks (4),

3, Automobilz equipmint (fiyst aid kity fire
extinguishery and warzing triangle),

&L, Apartment rental cxpenses (mandatory
rezistration of zpartment lease; unonrelm=
burseble remtal puaranicej apartoent survey).
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Item 1 was necessitated because the electrical outlets in
Belpium are desipgned to accommodate 220~V equipment instead of
110~V equipment as are outlets in the United States, Mr. Rosen
reports that his home in the United States was equipped with well
over one lundred 110-V ocutlets and that, even with the use of the
acquired 11 multiple transformers, he only has 17 outlets of vary-
ing cepacity azvailable to him, Expeases payable under the miscels
laneoug expeuscs gllowance in the Federal Travel Regulations
{nclude "expenses that are cormon to living cquarters, furnishings,
household appliances, and to other genexal types of costs inherent
in relocaetion of a place of residence” and for 'comnecting appli-
ances, equipment, or utilities involved in relocation," FiR para.
2«3.1b (Hay 1973). Ve belicve that the expense incurred come
within the intent of FIR para. 2=3,10(1) (iHay 1973). Se=2 D-183789,
Janueary 23, 1976, and B-182168, April 22, 1975, Since the transe
formers were mecessevy to pommit operatinn of Mr, Rosea's appli-
ances on the availal utilities, reimburscmant way be made for
their cost,
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Iter 2 was purpoztedly requived becauze U S, clocks cannot
be used in Belgiume Vie have previously disallowed the cost of new
epplicaces wiere the employee's own applience cannnt be converted.
¥e believe tho cost of new clocks coma withim the intent of FIi
pars. 2-2,1c(3). Eec B-182139, March 5, 1975,

Itca 3 consists of verious automnbile equipment not required
in the United States, Nr. Dosen was not authorized snd d4d not
ship an autemobile to Brussels at Covernmeat capense., He reports
taat the ecuipuent, consisting of flvst aid kit, {ire extingsuisher,
and warming triaagle, was wendatoxy as i€ is 1llenal to operate an
sutomobile in LDrussels witihout this cquipment. However, the
cquipnent was noewly acquived ard, therveforey its cost ig foy dise
allowance, Fih pore. 2-3.1c(5) (Hay 1973); B-182168, April 22,
19735, oaud ceses cited thereln,

Iten & represents varions rental expenses, including rogistra-
tion of gspartment leasse, & noarelubursable rental guerantce, and aa
apartment survey. o B-l10692335, lay 22, 1270, it was held that a
customary rental fee pald by an ewnloyee in ovdor to secure housing
in foreign couctyies may be reimbursed es a part of misccliancous
expensas, ihe sone would be applicable vhere an employee is
required to pay analogous fees as cnuscrated sbove assuming, of
coursa, that guch payment is customary in the area. Therefore, if
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the Enerry Rescarch and Development Adnintistration can satisfy
ftuelf that the subject rental fees are established practice in
Brussels, Belgium, the fees mey be spproved for payment,

The voucher is returned herewith and should be handled in
eccordance with the above.

"TRTF. KELLER

AcHYE  Comptroller General
of the United States





